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ANNUAL REVIEW 
2012 - 2013 

 
The purpose of the Society is 

    1. To conserve and enhance the built, natural and historic 
environment of Moseley 

    2. To monitor and respond to development issues in Moseley 
    3. To liaise with the City Council, the Police and other 

relevant organisations 
    4. To increase understanding of Moseley’s geography, 

history, natural history and architecture 

    5. To work with other voluntary and community bodies in 
Moseley 

    6. To engender a sense of community and to encourage 
residents to participate in caring for Moseley and 
supporting its cultural activities. 
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CHAIRMEN’S REPORT 
 

The Moseley Society Committee has continued to work diligently, 
collaboratively – and good-humouredly – over the last twelve months, 
sharing their considerable breadth of experience and expertise. We 
meet regularly as a full committee, but also in subcommittees, where 
specific areas can then be focussed on. Planning and licensing 
issues are always of great interest and importance to our members 
and we all benefit from the tireless attention to these matters by our 
Planning subcommittee. The hard work put in by the Dovecote 
gardeners, who have ploughed on whatever the weather, has 
provided the staff and patients of Moseley Hall Hospital with a lovely, 
peaceful plot, which now has a wild life pond and mini-orchard, in 
addition to the various established beds and trees. The beautiful 
photo of the Dovecote in the snow was an obvious choice for our new 
Christmas card, which sold extremely well last winter. For the 
summer we have Dovecote garden picture postcards which we hope 
will be just as popular. 
 

We were pleased to welcome Anna Williams to the committee as our 
new Treasurer and hope she will be with us for a long time. Her 
arrival freed up Mike Marlow, who could then continue his up-dating 
of the website.  With the Communications and marketing sub-
committee, Mike has been looking at ways of improving our contact 
with our members and with other organisations. Sally Wright's lively, 
colourful newsletter is a crucial part of that communication. 
 

We have just come to the end of our current programme of evening 
meetings which we hope were enjoyable. It was certainly a pleasure 
for us to introduce the many interesting, talented speakers. The 
Moseley Society Local History talks have been very well supported. 
 

We wish to pay tribute to Janet Berry whose report you can enjoy at 
the end of this Review. Thanks to the grant from Heritage Lottery 
Fund that Janet worked hard to obtain, a very significant new project 
is underway at Moseley Exchange that we expect will have a 
continuing and significant impact for many years to come. Knowledge 
of and enjoyment in the history of our area will be spread and 
appreciated.  
 

On wider issues, we have tried to support and be involved in various 
local initiatives, such as the implementation of the Community Alcohol 
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Project which coincided with the imposition of Section 222 notices. 
Together they have helped reduce street drinking and begging in 
Moseley.  
 

We continue to take a keen interest in ongoing discussions about the 
Highbury Trust. Some hoped for improvements have fallen victim to 
budget cuts including the proposed diagonal crossing at the traffic 
lights, while new lampposts remain controversial. However, we do 
now have new pavements in St Mary's Row. 
 

We would like to thank all our fellow committee members for their 
hard work time and support. 

HELEN MINOVI and GEOFF REES  
Co-Chairmen of Moseley Society 

 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT. 
The committee has met on six occasions during the year, as the 
experiment to see if more can be achieved by subcommittees has 
proved worthwhile. One such group has revised the various 
statements we make about the purpose of the Society and the result 
is printed on the front cover of this Review. In addition The Society is 
represented on 

 Moseley Regeneration Group [John Dring, Fiona Adams, 
John Rouse] 

 The Ward’s Clean Environment Group [Fiona Adams] 

 Moseley Community Development Trust [Robert Orme and 
Fiona Adams are the Appointed Members] 

 Moseley Forum Committee until January 2013 [Claire 
Spencer] 

 Moseley Park and Pool [Roy Cockel, John Rouse, Anna 
Williams] 

 Birmingham City Council Conservation & Heritage Panel until 
2012 [John Dring] 

 BCC Planning Management User Forum [Fiona Adams] 

 West Midlands Amenity Societies Association – [West 
M.A.S.A.] [Fiona Adams and Geoff Rees] 

 Birmingham Heritage Forum [Rosemary Turner and Helen 
Minovi] 

Consultation on the community-led Supplementary Planning 
Document – known as the Big Plan for Moseley – should soon be 
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underway. However the idea of new Moseley Heritage Trails 
described in last year’s review is on hold until funds have been found, 
as the original grant identified by the city was redirected as economic 
belts were tightened. 
 

We fear that one result of the large cuts in the city’s budget will be a 
much less cared-for environment. Since the Moseley Society began 
its monthly public car park clean-up on 1 April 1979 we have seen 
many changes, mostly positive. Although the city has never had a 
budget heading for cleaning its car parks, but instead has responded 
to complaints, we had achieved some progress over the years. We 
had persuaded the city to organise the wooden palisade around 
some of the trade waste bins and that reduced some fly-tipping. We 
have managed to cling on to two litter bins – from a high point of four 
– even though it is usually Moseley Street Wardens who empty the 
central bin, for it is not on a beat sweeper’s round. Recently we have 
discovered that responsibility for the car park has been moved from 
central to district level, although Hall Green District has no budget for 
car park cleaning and maintenance – which is why the large pothole 
near the ticket machine continues to grow. Until April 2013 
Community Chest funds paid for the services of the Ward’s 
environmental warden for two days each week, and also towards the 
Street Wardens. The combination led to early reporting of problems 
and detailed information collected for the environmental warden to 
follow up. In 2013-14 Community Chest funds have been reduced by 
50% and so services paid for by this means must change and adapt. 
 

Despite the problems, the small but enthusiastic Car Park team, led 
by Mike Berry, continues its monthly clean-up. The problem of 
cardboard dumping beside the paper bank has continued to cause 
major problems.  If a solution is found, it may be because the city can 
find a way to make money from recycling cardboard.    
 

The West Midlands Amenity Societies Association is still in existence 
– just – and we have not yet taken the plunge and joined Civic Voice. 
We continue to enjoy taking part in Heritage Open Days and in 2012 
the plant identification event at the dovecote was expanded to include 
scarecrow making. Although one of the productions never looked 
entirely sober and soon succumbed, the other has remained in place, 
thanks to support provided by an exhaust pipe once chucked over the 
railings.  John Rouse organised another Guided Walk during Moseley 
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Festival, this time with a booking system. All the places were taken 
and the participants were better able to hear John’s exposition of the 
history of Moseley Park and architecture and history of Chantry Road. 
 

We are grateful to our friendly newsagents Aman and Rosie at Village 
News for selling the architectural poster, reaching a new market for 
us. Towards the end of the season in 2012 we produced postcards of 
the dovecote which we hope will sell well in 2013. Encouraged by the 
interest shown in the picture of the dovecote in snow, we produced 
this as a Christmas card and were very glad to have sold half the 
stock in the first year.    
 

We are always glad to do what we can to help publicise other 
organisations and events to our membership – notable this year has 
been the launch of a Moseley & Kings Heath U3A [University of the 
Third Age]. It was so successful that new membership enrolment had 
to be temporarily closed. We are hoping that our recent appeal for 
help to restart Birmingham 13 magazine will be successful. Watch out 
for more news about the plans for St Mary’s churchyard, 
improvements to facilities at Moseley Park and Pool and about how to 
respond to consultation about the new planning document for 
Moseley.  

 FIONA ADAMS 
 

 

DOVECOTE and ICE HOUSE. 
 

The dovecote garden has continued to flourish and develop thanks to 
the dedicated team of committee members and other volunteers who 
care for it throughout the year. Recent additions have been a small 
wildlife pond, additional hedging plants that were surplus to work 
elsewhere in the hospital grounds, and the augmentation of our small 
orchard with the addition of two apple trees, two pear trees and a 
plum tree planted by the hospital contractor. Under Rosemary 
Turner’s expert management the compost area is exemplary – and 
when in 2014 the city’s free green waste collection is withdrawn we 
may all need to learn some of Rosemary’s secrets in order to 
successfully compost more garden waste at home. 
 

In addition to the normal public opening times and during a year when 
the awful weather has been making headlines throughout, the 
dovecote has been the venue for our Jubilee garden party, for ticket 
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and plant sales during the Moseley in Bloom Open Garden event, for 
a visit by a group from DeafPlus in May, for year 6 pupils from 
Moseley Church of England School during their heritage week in 
November and for members of Birmingham Heritage Forum before 
their meeting at the Exchange in March 2013. We were particularly 
gratified by the comments of the BHF members, who had last visited 
in 2007, whose expert eyes noticed the many improvements. The 
enthusiasm shown by everyone who visits is a real encouragement to 
those who work so hard. An individual visitor for whom we organised 
a special opening was Les Oliver, a descendant of the Greaves [or 
Grevis] family who owned Moseley Hall and estate from medieval 
times until 1764. 
 

Visitors have continued to enjoy the ice house at monthly public 
openings and during Festivals - when the park is full. The 
condensation described in last year’s Review has caused more 
problems of electricity ‘tripping’ – this time during the Community 
Games in September – but we hope all will be in order for this year’s 
season. The Community Games had been proposed to celebrate the 
London Olympics but the event had had to be postponed because of 
damage to the park during a very wet Mostly Jazz festival at the end 
of June. Organised by the Community Development Trust, the 
September games were delightful and much fun was had by all – 
including all the visitors to the ice house who saw it in torch and 
candle light.  
 

We have long been aware of the ‘wow’ effect of the ice house, and 
also how visiting musicians hear their ‘wow’ reverberating and 
immediately conclude that they must record music in that space. 
Despite our offers of help, 2012 was the first year when a group of 
musicians took us seriously and came back with instruments, 
recording engineers – and tarpaulins to keep the rain off the 
recording equipment. The Park and Pool rangers and tennis club all 
helped and the result was a delightful CD of Irish folk music recorded 
by Drumrockady – and sold locally through pubs and Village News. 
 

We again thank our many volunteers who help open the dovecote 
and ice house at regular times and for special events throughout the 
season. Other members who would like to help in this role would be 
most welcome. 

  PAUL LINDLEY 
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EVENTS AND MEETINGS REPORT. 
 

Our annual programme of meetings got off to a rousing start in 
September, with a talk by Rob Slater about the mellifluous new bells 
at St. Mary's Church. An additional treat at the end was a 
demonstration of hand-bell ringing by Rob and his son Thomas under 
the expert tuition of Paul Lindley. In October, our speaker, due to talk 
on the history of Birmingham prison, was unable to get away at the 
last minute. She was not incarcerated – but had to deal with an 
unplanned inspection. However we managed to have an interesting 
discussion, thanks to members of the audience, who shared with us 
their expertise as solicitors and probation officers. We know how 
fortunate we are in Moseley to have among our members so many 
experts in their field. Professor Mike Cullen is a shining example, and 
spoke to us in November on the topic of cancer. While those with 
scientific training will have understood most, we all learned much 
from Mike’s clear and erudite lecture. 
Widening our scope to take in Birmingham and beyond, we heard 
from Christopher Barron, Chief Executive of the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet. Assisted by Simon Harper, PR officer, he told us about BRB's 
position locally, nationally and internationally after more than 22 years 
in Birmingham. Steve Peacock, another Moseley resident, used 
his knowledge as agricultural advisor to the Archers, to take us on an 
intimate tour behind the scenes. Finally, architectural historian, Andy 
Foster took the architecture of Moseley 1870 -1914 as his theme. He 
is preparing a revised edition of his 2005 Pevsner Architectural Guide 
to Birmingham, and this time Moseley will be included. 
Our annual quiz, postponed from January because of thick snow, 
took place in March. There were eleven teams, and eleven rounds of 
excellent questions. Triumphant on the night were Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle. On that 22 March night we just made it home before the 
next blizzards set in. 
We are very grateful to all our speakers, guests, helpers and 
audiences. Preparations are under way for next year's programme, 
when we will be trying to choose a wide range of topics of interest to 
our members. We will be continuing our close liaison with the Local 
History group, and there will be some joint meetings. We do hope 
members will come along, enjoy the presentation, and take the 
opportunity to socialise afterwards.  

  HELEN MINOVI 
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MEMBERSHIP   REPORT 
 
As reported last year, the way we administer and record membership 
is undergoing a major change. By 2014 the new database devised by 
Geoff Williams will have supplanted the old records and instead of 
recording membership from May to April, we will have a record of 
membership in 2013 under the new calendar-year system. Because 
of the changes in progress the only figure which I have confidence to 
report now is that we are glad to have welcomed the same number of 
new members as at this time last year – twelve. We are sad to have 
lost others who have died or left the area.  
 

We remain very grateful to our newsletter distributors and are glad to 
be continuing to collect email addresses. It cuts printing costs if we 
can email some of our letters to members, although we still like 
everyone to receive printed copies of this Review, of the committee 
list and planning policy, and the programme card.    
 

The introduction of the flat-rate £10 p.a. subscription which should 
have happened on 1st January was delayed by the time it took me to 
pass information over to Geoff. I thank him for his patience and for his 
skilled help to the Society. For the first time committee members have 
not had to write out names and addresses on membership renewal 
forms. There are still some technical issues to overcome – for 
example Hotmail addresses rejected Geoff’s attempts to email 
renewal forms and we had to ask our newsletter distributors to help 
with those as well as forms to people without email addresses. 
 
We hope that before too long as many members as possible will have 
set up standing orders to be payable on 1 January each year as this 
really will simplify the process for us. 
 
And if you have an email address but have not yet let us know about 
it – please do so.  
  

 FIONA ADAMS 
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TREASURER’S REPORT.  
 

A copy of the Society’s Statement of Financial Activities and Balance 
Sheet for the year to 31 December 2012 is presented with this report. 
Reserves at 31 December 2012 have shown a healthy growth of 
around £2000 to £5,678 (31 December 2011 - £3,626). The restricted 
fund relating to the Local History Archive Project is now £1,758 (31 
December 2011 - £801) and general reserves are £3,920 (31 
December 2011 - £2,825). 
 

The Society’s total income in 2012 was £17,393 of which £12,950 
related to a Heritage Lottery Fund Grant for the Local History Archive 
Project. This was mainly due to generous grants and donations 
particularly in support of the Local History digital archive project. 
Excluding this grant income for the year to 31 December 2012 was 
comparable to the previous year at £4.443 (Year to 31 December 
2011 - £4,779) Subscription and gift aid income were broadly similar 
to 2011 levels. General expenditure, excluding the Local History 
Archive project was £2,798 (Year to 31 December 2011 - £2,455) 
which includes the cost of sales for postcards and Christmas cards 
that were purchased during the year.  The Trustees are continuing to 
explore ways of generating additional funds for The Moseley Society 
to ensure that it can grow activity for the benefit of Moseley in the 
future.  
 

We would like to thank those members who have agreed to pay their 
subscription via Gift Aid – this enables The Moseley Society to 
reclaim tax, as is shown in the accounts. We would be very pleased if 
members who are able to do so would sign the Gift Aid declaration on 
the membership renewal form when they pay their next subscription. 
 
 
 

ANNA WILLIAMS 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
(INCLUDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT) 
Period ended 31 December 2012 
 
  

 
Note 

2012 
Unrestricted 

Funds 

2012 
Restricted 

Funds 

2012 
Total 

funds 

2011 
Total 

funds 
Incoming resources:    £ £ 
      
Incoming resources from generated 

funds: 
     

      
Grants and donations 3 524 13,500 14,024 935 
Membership subscriptions  1,517 - 1,517 1,667 
Tax refund (gift aid)  333 - 333 354 
Interest received  1 - 1 1 
      
Other income      

Sale of Merchandise  1,049 - 1,049 119 
Local History Group Events 3 229 - 229 1,703 
Moseley Society Events  240 - 240 0 
      
      
  

    

Total incoming resources  3,893 13,500 17,393 4,779 
 
 

 
    

Resources expended:      
      
Grants to local organisations  - - - 750 
Moseley Society meetings and events  202 - 202 224 
Dovecote garden and restoration  - 158 158 216 
Dovecote and icehouse expenses  138 - 138 105 
Local History Group 3 418 12,385 12,803 1,209 
Management and Administration 2 1,295 - 1,295 1,517 
Cost of Sales - merchandise  745 - 745 0 
  

    

Total resources expended  2,798 12,543 15,341 4,021 
  

    

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources 
for the period 

 1,095 957 2,052 758 

      
Opening funds  2,825 801 3,626 2,868 
  

    

Closing funds  3,920 1,758 5,678 3,626 
  

    

All the above results are derived from continuing activities.   
The notes on pages 12 and 13 form part of these accounts 
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 BALANCE SHEET 
31 December 2012 
 
 Note  

 
£ 

31.12.12 
 

£ 

 
 

£ 

31.12.11 
 

£       

      
CURRENT ASSETS 
 

     

Stocks  661   105  
Debtors  502  -  
Cash at bank and in hand  5,526  5,053        

   6,689  5,158       

CREDITORS: amounts falling due 
 within one year 

 
 

 
 

 

Subscriptions received in advance  1,011  1,467  
Creditors and Accrued charges  -  65        

      

NET CURRENT ASSETS   1,011  1,532   
 

 
 

 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT 
LIABILITIES 

  
5,678 

 
3,626   

 
 

 
 

      
FUNDS      
Unrestricted funds - general 4  3,920  2,825 
Restricted funds 4  1,758  801   

 
 

 
 

   5,678  3,626   
 

 
 

 

 
 

These financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 18 April 2013 
Signed on behalf of the Trustees 
 
 
 
Co Chairman Geoff Williams       
 
 
 
Treasurer Anna Williams 
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS  
Period ended 31 December 2012 
 

  
1.  ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
Basis of preparation 

The accounts have been prepared under the historic cost convention and in 
accordance with applicable accounting standards and the Statement of 
Recommended Practice, Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP 2005), 
issued in March 2005 and the provisions of the Charities Act 2011. 
Incoming resources       

All incoming resources are included in the Statement of Financial Activities when the 
charity is legally entitled to the income.   
Stocks        

Stocks of cards, local history books, maps, etc. are valued at the lower of cost and 
net realisable value.      
Fund accounting       

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of 
the trustees in furtherance of the general objectives of the charity.  Restricted funds 
are subject to specific conditions laid down by the donors as to how they may be 
used.      
Accounting statements of smaller charities     

In accordance with SORP 2005 (Appendix 5.3) the Trustees have taken advantage 
of the provision which enables them to choose classifications in the Statement of 
Financial Activities of incoming resources and resources expended to suit the 
circumstances of the charity.       

 

2.  MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES 

 2012 
Un- 

Restricted 
funds 

2011 
Un- 

Restricted 
funds 

 £ £ 
Printing, stationery and postage (inc 

newsletters) 
681 948 

Public liability insurance 122 117 
Subscriptions 30 60 
Room hire committee meetings  380 302 
Miscellaneous expenses 82 90 
 

  

 1,295 1,517 
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3.  LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 Archive 
Project 

Other Total 

 £ £ £ 
Income    
Grants – Heritage Lottery Fund 12,950 - 12,950 
Grants and donations - sundry 550 - 550 
Meetings - 229 229 
 

   

 13,500 229 13,729 
 

   

Expenditure    
Archive Project 12,385 - 12,385 
Management and 

Administration 
- 418 418 

 
   

 12,385 418 12,803 
 

   

4.  MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 

 At 
01.01. 12 

Incoming 
Resources 

Outgoing 
Resources 

At  
31.12.12 

 £ £ £ £ 
Unrestricted funds     
General Fund 2,825 3,893 (2,798) 3,920 
     
Restricted Funds     
Dovecote garden and 
restoration 

158 - (158) - 

Local History Group – 
Archive Project 

643 13,500 (12,385) 1,758 

 
    

Total fund balances 3,626 17,393 (15,341) 5,678 
 

    

Purpose of restricted funds 

The Dovecote garden and restoration fund is for the creation of an 18
th

 Century style 
garden at the dovecote and work in connection with the restoration of the dovecote 

The Local History Group restricted funds arise in connection with the archiving of 
documents and records relating to the history of Moseley. 

5.  TRUSTEES’ REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES 

No remuneration or reimbursement of expenses have been paid to any of the 
Trustees during the year. 
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PLANNING AND LICENSING REPORT. 
 

Changes to the national planning system combined with a reduction 
of staffing levels at the city’s Planning Department are having a 
significant effect on us in Moseley. The National Planning Policy 
Framework has been implemented and legislation is now before 
Parliament that will relax permitted development rules to the point 
that we could say they are so relaxed as to be horizontal. 
 

At a local level we have taken a detailed interest in Birmingham’s 
Core Strategy, now known as the Birmingham Development Plan; 
Birmingham’s proposals for implementation of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy and the Historic Landscape Characterisation 
survey. This is a countrywide project initiated by English Heritage.  
 

The Coalition Government wants to simplify the planning process in 
order to encourage economic and sustainable growth, especially in 
the construction industry, and facilitate more local influence via the 
provisions of the Localism Act. This has seen many significant changes 
to the planning process at both national and local level. 
 

At this time last year we were just coming to terms with the 
Government's "National Planning Policy Framework" (NPPF) This 
document, of less than 50 pages   replaced   26   volumes   of 
governmental planning guidance.  It sets out the Government's 
planning policy for England and must be taken into account in the 
preparation of local plans and is a material consideration in making 
decisions on planning applications. We have been working within this 
new framework for a year. 
 

Other changes, both enacted and proposed, have a more telling and 
recognisable impact on local communities and individuals:- 
 

The Government proposes further major relaxations to "Permitted 
Development" rights - enabling e.g. the owner of a semi detached 
property to extend at the rear, on the ground floor, by up to 6 metres 
without requiring permission. Given the problems caused by the 
relaxations made in 2008 the majority of local authorities, amenity 
societies and neighbourhood groups objected to the proposals – to no 
avail; although the Secretary of State has said he will consider ways 
of addressing the concerns raised. 
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Other changes relate to changes in the use of commercial properties; 
provision of affordable housing; and the adoption of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy, which enables Local Authorities to set 
a specific tariff of £'s per square metre of development to pay for the 
provision of community   benefit.   (This   supplements   the   existing   
S106 procedure). There are other detailed changes which impact on 
the development of all neighbourhoods. 
 

The Localism Act has encouraged parish councils and other 
organisations to consider producing a Neighbourhood Plan to guide 
development in their area. The first such plan (in Cumbria) was 
approved in April. Whilst our neighbours in Balsall Heath have gone 
down the Neighbourhood Plan route we are continuing, as advised by 
the City Council, with the preparation of a Supplementary Planning 
Document for Moseley (SPD) - the Moseley Big Plan. This document, 
which is intended to guide development in the area, is about to go out to 
public consultation. 
 

The City, itself, has produced further supplementary planning 
guidance on various issues e.g. parking standards and other 
documents have been produced on e.g. landscape heritage. Of great 
significance to the Society have been the changes to the 
Conservation and Heritage Panel (CHP). This Panel advised the 
Planning Committee on conservation and heritage matters regarding 
both policy issues and individual planning applications. The Society and 
all significant amenity groups were represented on this Panel. At the end 
of 2012, however, the Council totally revised the constitution of the 
Panel. No amenity group is now represented and items are considered 
by professionals chosen by the Council whom they deem to have an 
expertise in the subject. Architects judging their colleague architects? 
 

The Society will continue to review new policies and legislation and 
ensure comments reflect the aims and views of the Society and its 
members. 
 

In the course of the year, the Planning subcommittee considered 164 
applications, of which 4 were appeals; this is approximately the same 
number as last year. Of the remaining 160 applications, 6 did not 
progress to the stage of consideration either because the records 
were deleted (4) or because they were outside our area, despite 
having been notified by the Council about them (2). For the remaining 
154 ‘live’ applications, the outcomes were as follows: 
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Approve subject to conditions   97 
Approve temporary    7 
Refuse      20 
Withdrawn     16 
Seen and noted by the authority  2 
Not yet decided at the time of writing  12 
Of the 4 appeals, one was allowed, two were dismissed and one is 
ongoing at the time of writing. 
 

Over three-quarters of those considered related to householder 
applications to modify or improve residential properties. While 
respecting the rights of individuals to improve or alter their 
accommodation to suit the evolving needs of their families, the 
Moseley Society is also concerned to protect the mature, suburban 
character of the area. The Planning subcommittee therefore 
considers these applications in some detail and makes 
representations where appropriate. We remain concerned at the 
continual erosion of garden space, particularly to the rear of 
properties which is of less concern to the planning authorities than 
the street scene to the front. The balancing of individual rights and 
the character of the area will become more sharply focused if 
extended permitted development rights come into force, and the 
Society will continue to play an active role in ensuring that the 
enduring character of Moseley is not endangered. 
 
Because of the mature nature of Moseley, there is relatively little 
opportunity for new build houses, and indeed this year saw only 8 
such applications. We oppose these applications when ‘garden 
grabbing’ is involved (as we do in the case of lesser free-standing 
structures such as games rooms or garden rooms), but an important 
secondary concern is the quality of the architecture and design. The 
lack of dynamic domestic architecture is not unique to Moseley, of 
course: across the land and across the price ranges, the 
conservatism of the construction industry is evident. 
 

Just over 20% of the applications over the year related to commercial 
properties and/or change of use. Where these concern properties in 
the Primary Shopping Area as defined in the Birmingham Shopping 
and Local Centres document, we have vigorously defended the 
retention of A1 (retail) usage in order to maintain a thriving 
commercial centre for the Village. Unfortunately, these are difficult 
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times for small retailers, and although Moseley has been pleased to 
welcome a small number of new traders, it has also lost some, and 
currently three retail premises in the Primary Shopping Area are 
vacant. Interest was expressed in one of the premises by an off-
licence, but given the ongoing problems of street drinking and related 
social problems in Moseley, the Society felt on balance that it had to 
object. Although it might be tempting to yield to the pressures to 
convert retail premises to restaurants/takeaways, this would only 
bring a short-term gain (if that) and would change the nature of the 
Village forever. We continue to hope that new retailers will recognise 
the potential of the Village for their business. 
 

Much of Moseley has Conservation Area status, so it is not surprising 
that 54 of the applications were for properties in those areas. The 
Planning subcommittee believes this to be a positive thing: on the 
one hand, there are opportunities to try to ensure the preservation 
and, more importantly, the enhancement of the Areas; on the other, it 
demonstrates that the two protected Areas are vibrant and dynamic 
and in no danger of becoming fossilised museum pieces.  
 

There are two major developments currently pending. The former 
Meteor Ford site, now owned by Tesco, was the subject of a planning 
application earlier in the year seeking to remove the condition that the 
14 flats in the development should be for people aged 55 or over; that 
application was subsequently withdrawn. The site was also the 
subject of a flurry of concern in the summer as contractors moved in 
to remove a mature chestnut tree prior to undertaking land 
remediation work. The tree has been granted a temporary reprieve, 
but unfortunately, the required remediation will almost certainly lead 
to its loss. Tesco has agreed to a tree-replacement scheme. Beyond 
that, although we understand that negotiations are still taking place 
with the doctors surgery that is due to occupy part of the premises, no 
work has been undertaken on the site since the summer. The other 
major development is the former Ideal Benefit Society offices at 
Pitmaston, now owned by the Church of Scientology. Applications for 
a change of use to religious and educational usage and for changes 
to the listed building were received by the Council in March 2013. 
Although we are still considering the plans, at present we are 
concerned at the impact on traffic flows that the extensive 
development will have. 
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It has been another quiet year on the licensing front, and indeed the 
only application was the previously-mentioned attempt to convert a 
vacant retail outlet to an off-licence, which was refused.   
 

As we look forward to 2014, we will be monitoring the impact of the 
proposed changes in planning legislation at national level, particularly 
regarding the safeguarding of the green, suburban nature of Moseley. 
We will also be looking forward to the formal consultation of the long-
awaited Moseley SPD and its eventual adoption, which will 
strengthen the framework within which to keep Moseley Village 
centre a thriving area with both a daytime and a night time economy. 
A problem which has been beating at the heart of Moseley for many 
years has come into sharper focus recently: car parking. Birmingham 
has recently published guidelines for car parking which give a 
framework within which to judge whether proposed parking provision 
for new developments is adequate, which is very welcome. On the 
other hand, the insufficiency of parking in the Village remains 
problematic and to a certain extent militates against development. 
 

JOHN DRING, JEAN GILKISON and RAY COCKS 
 

 

 
MOSELEY SOCIETY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP. 

 

The year 2012-2013 has been a significant one for the group. A 
Heritage Lottery Grant [HLF] of £25,900 was awarded in March 2012 
for a project related to the Moseley Society Archive housed at the 
Moseley Exchange and has resulted in a range of excellent and very 
successful activities and recruitment of many committed volunteers. 
 

Crucially the grant allowed us to appoint a Local Historian and an 
Assistant Local Historian and we were very fortunate in attracting 
Chris Sutton and Christine Mann, who have been invaluable in 
implementing the project and ensuring its success. We have been 
privileged to work with two such capable and inspiring historians. At 
the end of March 2013 Chris Sutton moved on to another project, but, 
happily for us, Christine was willing to take over. HLF has allowed us 
to extend the project to September 2013 and our excellent volunteers 
have taken on some of Chris’s roles. 
 



www.moseley-society.org.uk 
19 

The HLF Grant included purchase of a range of equipment and 
materials that will support the group into the future, including a laptop, 
scanner, printer and laminator. We have been very fortunate in the 
support we have received from the Moseley Exchange in managing 
staffing and the finances, acquiring equipment and materials, 
providing room-space and in the general willingness of the staff to 
help in any way. 
 

The core of the project is the re-organisation, re-cataloguing and 
digitising of ‘The Collection’ as the Moseley Society Archive has 
become known. This has brought an awareness of the range of items 
held and the credit owed to Fred Price and others in the original Local 
History Group who worked so tirelessly over many years. Sadly Frank 
Jones, one of the long serving members of the original group died 
this year, and we continue to mourn the loss of Arthur Dudleston and 
Graham Reeves. Their work in the archives is testimony to their 
contributions to local history. 
 

Numerous fascinating items have come to light and many 
connections have been made, such as photographs in a family album 
connected to Nathanial Cracknell Reading and the Blackwell family. 
Such items became highlights of the stimulating monthly newsletters 
and leaflets designed to advertise the project widely.   
 

The monthly talks included Roy Cockel on ‘Historic Hospitals of South 
Birmingham’ and also ‘Our Postcard Collection’, Patrick Baird on ‘The 
City of Birmingham Archives’, Chris Sutton on ‘Chamberlain’, Anthony 
Collins on ‘Honest John, the Life of John Bowen the Builder’, Rob 
Brown on ‘The History of St Mary’s Church’ and Janet Berry on ‘John 
Avins, a Nineteenth-Century Moseley Philanthropist’. Workshops 
have included ’The Collection’ by Chris Sutton and ‘Research using 
Trade Directories’ by Christine Mann.  A Guided Walk of Moseley 
Park in July 2012 was fronted by Roy Cockel and very much enjoyed. 
This was free, part of the Moseley Park & Pool match funding for the 
project, and we would like to thank them for their interest and support.  
 

Another important group of events focussed on active history projects 
for local schools. Pupils from different year groups at Moseley Church 
of England School were treated to trips to the village to interview local 
shopkeepers about the history of their enterprises and tours of the 
village comparing photographs of old Moseley with what can be seen 
today. Both Moseley Church of England School and Park Hill School 
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were given a guided tour of St Mary’s Church by Rob Brown to whom 
we extend our appreciation. We also put on WWII Action Days at the 
Exchange and at Park Hill School. These days included a visit to The 
Exchange Bomb Shelter and group activities focusing on packing an 
evacuee’s suitcase, experiencing a make-shift Anderson Shelter, 
setting off an air raid warning and trying on a range of armed forces 
uniforms and gas masks, all made especially exciting by the hire of 
artefacts from Balsall Heath Local History Group.  
 

A display of ‘Moseley Now and Then’, designed by volunteers, has 
provoked much interest in the series of venues at which it has been. 
Photographs of ‘Moseley Today’ for this display were taken by a 
volunteer and his work is much appreciated. We have a permanent 
display area at the Moseley Exchange where ‘Moseley Maps’ and 
aspects of ‘The Collection’ have featured. Impressive displays at the 
Community Games and Moseley Festival attracted much interest. 
 

A computer course comprising six weekly sessions is proving 
invaluable to the volunteers taking part, significantly enhancing their 
skills. Another core element of the project is the publication of three 
booklets on the themes, ‘Moseley at War’, ‘Victorian Moseley’ and 
‘New Communities’. ‘The Collection’ has much relevant material, 
which is being edited by volunteers ready for publication. 
 

Central to making ‘The Collection’ more accessible has been the 
development of the Local History Group website with sterling work on 
this from Chris and two gifted volunteers in particular. 
www.moseleyhistory.co.uk Illustrations, text and spread-sheets have 
been uploaded and will continue to be uploaded for the use of the 
general public. This will be a remarkable local history facility once it is 
fully operational. Facebook and Twitter have also been set up and 
these are attracting considerable interest and reaching a younger 
audience. 
 

We are extremely grateful to existing volunteers and would be glad to 
welcome more for there is much still to be done. We are currently 
applying to a range of agencies for funds that will secure Christine in 
employment as our Local Historian. The input of a dedicated 
professional is crucial to any successful project. We are focussing on 
two projects. ‘Moseley Now and Then’ will involve photographic and 
oral memories of special places and people in Moseley.  Archival 
material will be researched about people’s experiences of Moseley in 

http://www.moseleyhistory.co.uk/
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the past. We have recently received a grant of £1,000 from Moseley 
Farmers’ Market. Secondly, we have a comprehensive archive 
relating to those who served in WWI which needs further digitisation 
and adding to our website to facilitate family and local history 
research. We plan to research Moseley individuals involved, study 
our local war memorials and develop a WWI Trail. Why not join us? 
Support, both financial and in person, would be most welcome. 
        

JANET BERRY and ROY COCKEL  
 

 

2012 / 2013 COMMITTEE 
 

Helen Minovi -  Co-Chairman 
Geoff Rees -  Co-Chairman 
Anna Williams -   Treasurer 
Fiona Adams -   Secretary 
Roy Cockel  
John Dring Jean Gilkison 
Paul Lindley  Mike Marlow 
Robert Orme   Michael Potter 
John Rouse   Claire Spencer 
Rosemary Turner John Underwood 
Sally Wright  
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AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE MOSELEY SOCIETY 

 
to be held at 7.30 p.m. 

on THURSDAY 16th May, 2013 
 

at the Moseley Exchange, 
149-153 Alcester Road. 

 
 

  1.   Apologies for absence 
 
  2.   Minutes of the last AGM 
 
  3.   Presentation of the reports 
 
  4.   Adoption of accounts and Treasurer’s Report 
 
  5.   Election of officers and committee members 
 
  6.   Any other business 
 

Following the formal meeting Dr Austin Barber, Chair of 
the Moseley Regeneration Group, will give a presentation 
on the new planning document that will guide development 
in Moseley for years to come.    

  
 
The Moseley Society is a Registered Charity, No 512211.  
The Society can be contacted via the Secretary at 36, Grove 
Avenue, Moseley, B13 9RY.  Subscriptions and letters may be 
handed in at Moseley Travel, 172 Alcester Road - near the 
public car park entrance in Moseley, while information about the 
Society is available next door at Domestica, or across the road 
at the Moseley Exchange. 

 


